
8. Statement of Slgniflcance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria A q D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [3 A 0 [3 c D E F UG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Commerce 1815 to  1940 N / A  
Arch i tec tu re  
Pol i t ics / Government 
M i l i t a rv  
Transpor ta t ion  Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder 
N / A  Pol lard, Ca lv in  (New Y o r k ) :  - 

Courthouse (1 838-40) 
(see cont inuat ion sheet) 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

T h e  Petersburg Courthouse His tor ic  D is t r i c t  ref lects t h e  c i t y ' s  commercial, rel igious, 
governmental, and light indus t r i a l  act iv i t ies da t ing  f rom about  1815 to  the  World 
War I I  era. It also represents  the  h is tor ica l  importance o f  Petersburg  locally, 
regional ly,  and statewide as one o f  V i rg in ia 's  la rges t  antebellum cit ies and a prominent 
Southside commercial d i s t r i b u t i o n  center.  T h e  d i s t r i c t  includes a collection o f  
densely built u r b a n  a rch i tec tu re  w i th  outstanding ind iv idua l  examples o f  Greek, 
Gothic, and Renaissance Revival  pub l ic  and ins t i tu t iona l  a rch i tec ture  in addi t ion to  
d i s t i nc t  g roup ings  o f  commercial and  resident ial  bu i l d ings  in the  var ious  academic, 
popular ,  and vernacular  a rch i tec tura l  s ty les t h a t  date f rom 1015 i o  1540. Much o f  
the  d i s t r i c t  s t i l l  evokes, t h r o u g h  i t s  a rch i tec tura l  resources, t h e  1864 nine-month 
siege when Petersburg  was a center  o f  V i rg in ia 's  C i v i l  War ac t iv i ty .  T h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  
s t reets t h a t  were shel led by Union forces and  f i l led w i t h  wagon t ra ins,  ambulances, 
a r t i l l e ry ,  off icers, soldiers, cour iers,  and wounded re ta in  many o f  t he  same 
bu i ld ings  tha t  l ined them i n  1864 and t h a t  were used as hospitals and places o f  
re fuge from intense shel l ing. T h e  C iv i l  War remains the  p ivota l  h is tor ica l  even t  
in Petersburg 's  h i s to ry ,  a war  t h a t  l e f t  minimal physical  impacts o n  the  d i s t r i c t  
but t h a t  a l tered permanent ly  tb,e c i t y ' s  ro;e in statewide cornnierce and  
t ransportat ion.  Fol lowing t h e  war the  c i t y  never  r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s  ear l ier  prosperous 
role as one o f  the  state's major u r b a n  centers and instead set t led i n to  the  less 
prominent role o f  populat ion and serv ice center  f o r  i t s  local community and  
ou t l y ing  r u r a l  areas. As  the  c i ty 's  role in statewide t rade  and  t ranspor ta t ion  
decl ined in the  late n ineteenth and  ear ly  twent ie th  centur ies,  t he  Courthouse D is t r i c t  
cont inued to  be the  center  o f  t he  local economy and  t h e  eve ryday  commercial and 
social l i f e  o f  Petersburg.  T h e  c o n t i ~ u a t i o n  o f  tobacco processing and storage in to  
the  ear ly  twent ieth c e n t u r y  and  the  p rox im i t y  o f  Camp Lee during World War I 
enhanced the  business climate f o r  local merchants a n d  con t r i bu ted  t o  the  cont inu ing 
v i t a l i t y  o f  t he  d i s t r i c t  t h r o u g h  the  ear ly  twent ie th  cen tu ry .  T h e  d i s t r i c t  remained 
the  area's centra l  business d i s t r i c t  t h r o u g h  World War II but since tha t  time has 
declined in re ta i l  i n tens i t y  and  importance w i th  impacts o f  improved automotive 
transportat ion, suburbanizat ion, and  regional shopping centers  and malls. 
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(Present and Historical Physical Appearance) 

While the district today is overwhelmingly commercial and governmental in nature, 
much of the original development in the district was residential and remained so until 
after the Civil War. In addition to the courthouse, two major antebellum churches were 
built in the district. A variety of small retail and trades establishments existed in mixed- 
use Federal-style blocks along North Sycamore Street. In the 1850s when the 
efficiency of rail and overland transportation decreased dependence on river access, 
the Courthouse area emerged as the city's primary commercial center as well as its 
governmental center. As a result, major businesses and other institutions located in 
the area and the predominant character changed from residential to commercial 
although wood frame and brick dwellings continued to occupy Franklin, Tabb, and 
Union streets throughout the war years. 

The Greek Revival-style Petersburg Hustings Courthouse (123-103-I), built between 
1838 and 1840 in a classical temple form from the design of New York architect Calvin 
Pollard, is notable for its use of the Tower of the Winds order for both its pedimented 
front portico and the octagonal clock tower. Stuccoed and scored to resemble ashlar 
masonry, the brick courthouse is one of the finest examples in Virginia of its style and 
is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The clerk's offices (123-103-2 and 
123-1 03-3), located in two one-story, red-brick buildings, are adjacent and situated 
south and west of the courthouse. These modest, vernacular buildings once formed a 
forecourt with a jail building (no longer extant) and today stand in marked contrast to 
the elegant courthouse. The court complex's handsome stone retaining wall survives 
and is typical of several others found in the district. 

Traditionally the courthouse precinct was immediately adjacent to commercial uses. 
The current parking lot along North Sycamore Street (1 23-1 03-1 05 and 123-1 03-1 06) 
was occupied formerly by three-story, Federal-style, brick buildings similar in 
appearance to extant survivals from that era. The central lane of this parking area 
formerly sewed as a narrow street (Courthouse Avenue) between commercial 
buildings that provided an approach to the courthouse. The open character of the 
area today provides a sweeping vista of the governmental buildings from North 
Sycamore Street. 

The United States Customs House (123-103-95) at the intersection of Tabb and Union 
streets was completed in 1859. Designed by nationally known architect Ammi 0. 
Young and greatly enlarged with an addition in 1908-10, the three-story, granite, 
palazzo-type building is an excellent articulation of the Italian Renaissance Revival. 
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The Courthouse District also includes two of Petersburg's well-known, monumental 
churches, both located within sight of the Customs House. Philadelphia architect 
Thomas U. Walter's Tabb Street Presbyterian Church (123-103-72a) is an excellent 
example of the Greek Revival style. The temple form, two-story, brick church with its 
stuccoed, brick exterior walls above a granite base features a Doric pentastyle 
pedimented portico, Doric pilaster corner boards, unornamented entablature, blank 
pediment, raking cornice, and a monumental two-story central doorway. The iron 
fence and gates and granite gateposts also survive. St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
(1 23-1 03-91 a), an 1855-57 Gothic Revival-style church designed by Baltimore 
architects Niernesee and Nielson, also presents a stucco-covered exterior, the result 
of efforts to cover brick damaged during the 1864 siege of Petersburg. The prominent 
three-story, tiered tower combines a stone-arched entrance vestibule with corner 
buttresses that span three stories, a lancet window, an oculus, window tracery, gabled 
dormers, and a spire crowned with a cross finial. The basement story has a raised 
ashlar watertable and small lancet windows while the first story features tall lancet 
windows with stained glass and corner buttresses. Like the nearby Presbyterian 
church, St. Paul's retains its nineteenth-century cast-iron fence and gates with granite 
gateposts. The adjacent nineteenth-century rectories for both churches are also 
extant. The United States Customs House, the Tabb Street Presbyterian Church and 
Rectory, and the St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Rectory, and Parish Hall are listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Courthouse District has several antebellum houses that survive from a period 
when dwellings, commercial, and industrial buildings were more closely juxtaposed 
than today. Two detached, but adjacent residences - Tabb Street Presbyterian 
Church Rectory (1 23-1 03-72b) and the Paul-Lassiter House (presently the City Hall 
Annex and 123-103-73) - are two good examples of brick, Greek Revival-style, urban 
houses. The Rectory retains many of its original features, including its marble mantels. 
The Paul-Lassiter House, on the other hand, retains its essential Greek Revival 
character although it has been extensively remodeled in its conversion for use as the 
Elk's Club and City Hall Annex. The Slaughter-Tatum House, a wood frame, detached 
house (123-103-77) in the same style, features a Doric portico with fluted columns. 
The originally-detached rear kitchen at 116 West Tabb Street (123-103-86) is a rare 
survivor of its type in the district. 

Despite several fires and military action during the Civil War, the Courthouse District 
retains a number of Federal-period brick buildings. Following the fire of 1815 that 
destroyed two-thirds of the business district, brick became the most popular 
construction material. Federal-period buildings that survive are generally three- or 
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four-story, brick, gable-roofed buildings with stone window lintel and sills. It appears 
that these substantial brick buildings, with their basic forms adaptable to residential. 
commercial, and even industrial uses, successfully accommodated a variety of uses. 
Mixed uses occurred frequently within a single building and minor industrial uses often 
occupied the upper stories and rear lots of commercial establishments. 

Three buildings on the 200 block of North Sycamore Street (218, 220-222 and 227- 
229) are good representatives of Federal-era commercial buildings. The Mark E. Holt 
Jewelry Store (123-103-68), for example, features brick laid in Flemish bond, six-over- 
six double-hung sash windows with flat lintels and sills, and a gable roof. The three 
buildings on the southeast corner of North Sycamore and Franklin streets (123-103-29 
and 123-103-30) are particularly well-preserved examples of commercial architecture 
in the Courthouse District. Their handsome storefronts incorporate several of the 
distinctive hallmarks of mid-nineteenth-century commercial architecture in Petersburg. 

As a consequence of a series of nineteenth-century fires that destroyed many Federal- 
style buildings on North Sycamore Street south of Tabb Street, numerous successions 
of structures have occupied the same sites. The district includes examples of many 
architectural styles and periods, including late Federal, Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, 
Italianate, Romanesque Revival, Neoclassical, Georgian Revival, and Chicago School 
as well as non-stylistic, vernacular, and utilitarian structures. 

The district represents the evolution and continuity of a commercial district from the 
early nineteenth century through the twentieth century. In many instances Federal- 
style buildings have had facade modifications that incorporate the fashionable 
architectural features of later periods. Such architectural modifications as the addition 
of cast-iron window hoods or bracketed cornices and the removal of dormer windows 
have occurred as architectural styles have changed. Italianate, Renaissance Revival, 
and more modest vernacular brick corbelled cornices have been added to formerly 
Federal facades. 

North Sycamore Street possesses several exemplary ltalianate blocks. The Augustus 
Wright Block (123-103-29), an antebellum, three-story row features the cast-iron 
facade ornamentation that often was characteristic of this commercial style in 
Petersburg and is an excellent and well-preserved example of an ltalianate 
commercial block. The block retains one of its original storefront surrounds with cast- 
iron, engaged Corinthian columns and an ornate storefront cornice as well as 
segmental-arched window sash with bracketed sills, cast-iron, segmental-arched 
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window hoods with cartouches, and a denticulated cornice with elaborate corner 
brackets. 

Three early-twentieth-century banks, all recalling classical themes through the use of 
pedimented and columned facades, also remain on Sycamore Street. Both the 
Virginia National Bank (currently Central Fidelity Bank and 123-103-63) and the 
former National Bank (vacant and 123-103-16), which occupy directly opposite sides 
of the same block, also feature excellent and well-preserved interiors. The National 
Bank, notable for its finely detailed entablature, has had few alterations and remains a 
good example of an early-twentieth-century bank in the Neoclassical Revival style. 
The recessed arched opening and elaborate door cornice are notable features of the 
Beaux Arts Classical-style facade of the Morris Plan Saving Bank (123-103-22). 

Around the turn of the twentieth century, Petersburg, like most downtowns, saw the 
establishment of department stores and ready-to-wear apparel stores in large 
downtown buildings. One of the most prominent was Saal's (123-103-1 I), located at 
the principal downtown intersection of Tabb and North Sycamore. The three-story, 
Romanesque Revival commercial block with its buff-colored brick facade and cast-iron 
storefront cornice also featured an impressive interior which remains essentially intact 
today with its elaborate pressed-tin ceiling and wall coverings and a cast-iron gallery 
supported by stylized, cast-iron Corinthian columns. Other major retail establishments 
included Lavenstein's and Rucker-Rosenstock's. Lavenstein's (123-103-54) was 
located in a mid-nineteenth-century commercial block that was renovated with a more 
modern Chicago School-style facade. At that time the entire upper facade was clad in 
white glazed terra cotta, and Chicago-style windows installed on the second and third 
stories. Rucker-Rosenstock's (123-103-62) also turned to a more modern facade and 
renovated its Renaissance Revival-style building in the Chicago School style. 

The Courthouse District also developed with large tobacco warehouses and other 
buildings used for light industry. The design of these buildings differed little from that 
of most commercial buildings although they tended to be built at a larger scale and 
without stylistic embellishments and ornamentation. The antebellum armory, or "gun 
house," (123-103-70) that survives on West Tabb Street has been modified in the 
twentieth century but retains its first-floor granite piers as indications of the original, 
large, garage-like doors. The Zimmer & Company Building (123-103-84), a surviving 
postbellum tobacco factory located on the southeast corner of Tabb and Market 
streets, is a four-story brick building with segmental-arched openings and corbelled 
parapet. The nearby Virginia Warehouse (123-103-97), another tobacco-related 
structure, consists of five parallel, one-story, brick warehouses with parapet ends. The 
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Seaboard Air Line Railway (123-103-80), located its three-story, buff-colored, pressed- 
brick, Georgian Revival-style station near these industrial buildings. 

The revival tradition continued in Petersburg's public architecture in the twentieth 
century. The only major hotel in downtown Petersburg, the Petersburg Hotel (123- 
103-96) at 16 West Tabb Street, was built in 191 5 adjacent to the Customs House. 
The six-story Flemish-bond brick building features a granite base, a ground-floor 
facade sheathed in glazed terra-cotta tiles, and elaborately detailed portals. The 1935 
United States Post Office (123-103-39) is modelled after the colonial capitol in 
Williamsburg. Its murals designed and executed during the Depression and New Deal 
era by the Works Progress Administration remain intact interior features. 

Changes in use have accounted for repeated first-floor changes in the appearance of 
almost every storefront. The period following World War I saw the renovations of many 
first-floor storefronts in the downtown. Although some cast-iron cornices, columns, and 
pilasters remained, eventually almost every owner or tenant saw fit to make some 
modernizations at the storefront level. In many cases, first floors were given something 
of an Art Deco appearance with the installation of black Carrara-glass surrounds, 
sianbands, and bulkheads. All alona North Svcamore Street evidence of the - 

of Carrara glass survives. ~ c ~ l e l l a n ' s  (123-103-48) and Mark E. Holt 
Jewelers (123-103-68) remain excellent exam~les of storefront renovations of this 
type.   ark E. Holt also retains significant interior features, including mahogany cases 
with brass fixtures and an Art Deco-style pressed-tin ceiling. 

Commercial and industrial establishments built between the two world wars retained 
the basic storefront layout that had persisted from the nineteenth century but with fewer 
embellishments. The Remmie Arnold Pens Company building (123-103-93) on North 
Union Street has undergone some alterations but remains a typical example of a 
1930s utilitarian commercial block. The former Atlantic Coast Realty Company 
building (123-103-88) on West Tabb Street is one of the more elaborately ornamented 
commercial buildings of this period. The one-story, brick building with its modified 
Palladian-arched motif in the pediment, concrete cornice, and Colonial Revival vase 
finials is an exotic interpretation of a Colonial Revival-style commercial block. 

Much of Washington Street was redeveloped in the early twentieth century following 
the removal of tobacco factories and warehouses from the street. The ten-bay 
commercial block at 27-29 West Washington Street (123-103-100) is a characteristic, 
early-twentieth-century, two-story, brick commercial block. Decorative brick panels 
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between the windows on the second story and a projecting cornice crowning the 
building are the only distinctive features. 

During the early twentieth century a new type of store or market - the chain 
supermarket - began to replace the traditional downtown grocer. The surviving A&P 
Super Market (123-103-103) on West Washington Street is a typical example of the 
one-story, brick, twentieth-century supermarket that developed in most commercial 
areas during this period. The 1920s also witnessed the introduction of the apartment 
building to downtown Petersburg. Built on the site of the house of Charles Watson, a 
local tobacco industrialist, Watson Court Apartments (123-1 03-92) is a typical 1920s, 
urban apartment building with a U-shaped plan and a roughly-textured, three-story, 
brick exterior. 

A few commercial buildings have undergone such extensive facade renovations that 
they no longer contribute historic architectural character to the district. Some have 
resulted in the irrevocable damage or loss of historic architectural fabric. Such 
renovations have occurred to historic buildings along North Sycamore Street at 
2-4 (1 23-103-43), 107 (123-1 03-27), 109-1 11 (123-1 03-26), 11 9 (1 23-1 03-23), and 
129 (123-103-1 9). Typically, these renovations have resulted in irreplaceable losses 
to original or significant subsequent architectural form or detail. In some instances, the 
original fenestration patterns have been totally reworked or removed altogether. In 
others, stucco and other cladding materials appear to have been applied following 
removal of significant architectural features or it appears that their removal would be 
likely to damage any remaining detail and material. 

Generally post-World War II construction has had only minimal impact on the district. 
Several post-World War II office buildings in the district are compatible in scale and 
[material but do not contribute to significance and have been built on sites occupied 
previously by historic buildings. Most new construction has taken the form of Modern- 
style bank and office buildings, typical of those found in most cities and none 
particularly dominating in appearance or scale. The C & P Telephone building (123- 
103-94) and adjacent tower on North Union Street, however, probably have had more 
impact on historic environs than any other new construction. Built on the site of one of 
Petersburg's two former synagogues, the pair and their parking lot visually intrude on 
both the Customs House and the St. Paul's complex. The tower, the tallest structure in 
the district, now competes with the Courthouse tower as the skyline's most visible 
landmark. 
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Demolition of historic buildings and paving some of the district's limited open space 
have had more of an impact than new construction. Some historic buildings have 
been removed to provide space for large paved parking lots that create gaps in the 
otherwise dense streetscape. In other instances former open spaces that once 
accommodated lawns or outdoor commercial storage or display space have been 
developed as parking lots. 

The district's topography is responsible for its most distinctive landscape elements. 
The construction of retaining walls built of' large coursed granite blocks are a direct 
result of the district's steep elevations in some areas. Granite blocks also line a 
portion of a small stream running near part of the northwestern edge of the district. 
The stream, Brick House Run, which is named for a brick kiln on its upper reaches, has 
been covered and built over on the western side of North Market Street in the vicinity 
of the present Builder's Supply Company (123-103-79a, b, c). A succession of street 
surfaces -from dirt to cobblestone to granite paving blocks to the current asphalt - 
reflect the changing technologies and modes of transportation which have occurred in 
the district. Similarly, sidewalks have progressed from dirt paths and board walks to 
brick, and finally concrete sidewalks. 

The Courthouse District adjoins the Old Town Historic District on the north and is 
similar in character to Old Town at that edge where nineteenth-century Federal 
buildings remain. The areas east of the courthouse and west of Market Street differ 
dramatically as land use changes from commercial, light industrial, and governmental 
to strictly residential. Along the southern Washington Street boundary, the character 
changes to reflect late-twentieth-century commercial adaptations to high-speed 
automotive uses. More gaps exist in the streetscape in the area adjacent to the district; 
trademark buildings and signs associated with franchise and national chains occur; 
and 1970s and 1980s buildings have replaced historic buildings. The Courthouse 
District represents a recognizable entity unified by both land use and architectural 
character and periods. 

There are no physical indications that the district does not possess the potential to 
yield archaeological information. Given the successions of buildings and structures 
and human occupations that have occurred on numerous sites in the district, it is likely 
that archaeological resources survive and will yield information about past domestic 
life in Petersburg, historic retail and commercial activity, and nineteenth-century light 
industries. 
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The Courthouse District contains a considerable number of significant buildings that 
retain sufficient integrity both individually and collectively to constitute a historic district. 
The combination of outstanding examples of public architecture with the surviving 
blocks of mixed-use commercial buildings and warehouses so characteristic of 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century Petersburg, gives the district its own distinct 
character and reflects the vitality and commercial dynamism of the city's central 
business district prior to World War II. 
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PETERSBURG COURTHOUSE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY 

N. ADAMS ST. 
/I 16-1 24: (Also 125-1 33 Monroe St.) (1 23-1 03-124) Parking lot, 

' 132: (1 23-1 03-42) Queen Anne residence. Detached. ca. 1880-1 900. 
Brick (5-course American bond); 2 stories; 3 bays; hipped roof. One-story 
wood porch with Tuscan Doric columns, balustrade, entablature, cornice, 
and hipped roof; first story has single-door entry with transom, 111 sash 
windows; two-story bay window to one side of entry, spans full height of 
facade; second story has 111 sash, projecting cornice, gable-roofed 
dormers centered over front and side elevations, two central brick 
chimneys. Original brick retaining wall fronts street, and original brick 
steps lead up steep grade to front porch. One of few postbellum 
detached houses in downtown Petersburg. Good example of Queen 
Anne-style detached house. Contributing. 

BARTON ALLEY 
/ 21 5-229: (1 23-1 03-1 28) Parking lot, 

/ 231 : (1 23-1 03-1 29) Parking lot. 

COURTHOUSE HILL 
-/ 100: (1 23-103-I)/ Petersburg Hustings Courthouse. Greek Revival 

courthouse. Detached. 183821840, Brick (stucco claddina, scored to 
resemble ashlar masonry); 2 stories; 1 bay (symmetrrcal); gable 
(standing-seam metal) roof with pediment. Primary porch features a two- 
story projecting portico with four colossal Composite columns modeled 
after the Hellenistic Tower of the Winds, square corner columns, corner 

oards, unornamented entablature, and denticulated pediment; facade 
features 6-panel double doors, wood-paneled transom, second-story 
paneled double doors, cast-iron balcony, granite door surround, coffered 
ceiling; two-story octagonal tower resembling the Tower of the Winds has 
first story featuring a bell, Corinthian columns, round-arched arcade, and 
entablature; second story of tower features Ionic order, octagonal lantern, 
and entablature; top of tower has large clock with four faces, and large 
togaed sculpture personifying justice; side elevations have 616 sash, 
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corner boards, entablature, and denticulated cornice; two-story tower 
added in the early 1840s; rear of building extended in 1965, and 
matches original building fabric; interior renovated 1965-1966. First floor 
divided into three rooms, one on each side of a central corridor, and a 
third large room at the rear that is now partitioned into offices; two 
staircases off the first-floor entrance hall provide access to the second 
floor; the second-story vestibule has a coffered ceiling; the court room is 
off the second-story vestibule, and has a double-door entry, window trim 
with an entablature, and a heavy denticulated cornice molding, an 
elaborate ceiling with central dome, radiating coffers, and corner 
sculptural-relief motifs, judge's bench in semicircular domed aedicula 
with Doric pilasters, entablature and cornice, and transverse arch with 
keystone; the rails, jury box, judge's bench, aedicula pilasters and 
moldings, and remaining furnishings all date from 1965-1966 renovation. 
The courthouse is sited prominently on a hill overlooking downtown 
Petersburg; significant original landscape features include granite 
gateposts and steps, a stone retaining wall, cast-iron fences and gates, 
cast-iron lampposts, and a 19th-c. herringbone-pattern brick walk. The 
Petersburg Hustings Courthouse has served the Petersburg community 
continuously since 1840, and is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Superb example of Greek Revival courthouse designed by New 
York architect Calvin Pollard. Contributing. 

02: (123-103-2) Clerk's Office # l .  Vernacular record's building. 
Detached. 1890s, with later additions. Brick (7-course American bond); 
1 story; 4 bays (asymmetrical); gable (slate) roof with end parapets. 
Double-door entry with steel doors, transom, original granite steps, 212 
sash windows with flat brick arches and masonry sills, brick entablature; 
gable ends have circular louvered vents; 212 sash replace original 616 
sash; original building was L-shaped, subsequent additions resulted in 
present H-shaped plan. Clerk's office is sited just southwest of the 
courthouse, off the central herringbone-pattern brick walkway. Clerk's 
office for antebellum Courthouse Hill complex. Good example of early, 
fireproof, theft-resistant record's building. Contributing. 

J' 104: (1 23-1 03-3) Clerk's Office #2. Vernacular office building. 
Detached. ca. 1855-1 860. Brick (facade is stretcher bond, side 
elevations are 5-course American bond); 1 story; 5 bays (symmetrical); 
gable roof with stepped parapet. Entrance has six-panel door with 
transom, cast-iron pediment, granite steps; 616 sash with pediment- 
shaped cast-iron window hoods; flat retaining arches frame three central 
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bays, entablature, stepped parapet; brickwork in parapet has been 
repaired; shed-roofed addition to rear with matching window hoods. 
Sited just south of courthouse facade, off herringbone-pattern brick 
walkway. Part of 19th-c. Courthouse Hill complex sewing Petersburg 
Hustings Courthouse, it has been used continuously for governmental 
use, originally as the Clerk's Office, later as the Petersburg Public 
Schools Administration Office,' and has now been returned to use as 
courthouse offices. Good example of mid-19th-c. vernacular office 
building. Contributing. 

FRANKLIN ST, 
414: (123-103-35) Vacant. Utilitarian commercial block. Detached. Mid- 

20th c. Brick (5-course American bond), concrete block; 1 story; 4 bays 
(asymmetrical); flat roof. Mid-20th-c. facade and storefront with single- 
door entry, plate-glass windows, one boarded window, cantilevered flat- 
metal canopy; upper facade has five boarded windows surrounded by 
decorative rectangular border. One of several mid-20th-c. commercial 
blocks in downtown Petersburg. Typical example of mid-20th-c. 
commercial block. Noncontributing. 

'1 5: (1 23-1 03-38) Progress-Index Building. Georgian Revival 
commercial block. Detached. Late 19th c.; early-20th-c. facade. Brick 
(stretcher bond), granite; 2 stories; 3 bays (symmetrical); flat roof with 
parapet. First story features granite frontispiece with classical 
enframement, and pediment with brackets; fixed and multi-paned bay 
windows with transoms; coupled, colossal, Corinthian pilasters span full 
height of facade and divide bays; corners of facade are marked by single, 
colossal, Corinthian pilasters and Doric corner boards; building is 
crowned by large entablature and projecting modillioned cornice; interior 
end chimney; segmental-arched window openings and stepped parapet 
on side elevations indicate late-19th-c. vintage; bay windows and multi- 
paned fenestration date from late 20th c. One of several late-19th- and 
early-20th-c. commercial blocks in downtown Petersburg. Good example 
of Georgian Revival commercial block. Contributing. 

/ 20: (1 23-1 03-36) Signet Bank. Modern bank building. Detached. ca. 
1970. Stone (ashlar cladding), concrete block, steel frame; 3 stories; 4 
bays (asymmetrical); flat roof. First story has recessed entry with glass 
double-doors, and plate-glass windows; central block on second and 
third story projects forward from building mass, three steel-and-concrete 
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columns; vertical-strip windows span height of building on one side of 
facade; remainder of building clad in prefabricated, concrete, terrazzo 
tile; stone cornice band crowns building; two-bay car port for drive- 
through banking extends from one side elevation. Only late-20th-c. bank 
building in downtown Petersburg. Representative example of Modern 
bank building. Noncontributing. 

26: (1 23-1 03-1 25) Parking lot. 

/27-39: (1 23-1 03-39) U.S. Post Office. Georgian Revival post office 
building. 1935. Brick (Flemish bond); 2 stories; 9 bays (symmetrical); 
hipped roof. Modeled after the reconstructed colonial Capitol of Virginia 
at Williamsburg, the facade features two, two-story, bowed sections with 
a three-bay arcade between them, brick quoins, and a wood tower rising 
above; wood door enframement with entablature, cornice, transom, and 
round-arched window above with a keystone; fixed, multipaned, round- 
arched windows with keystones flank entrance, forming the three-bay 
arcade; remaining first-story windows are 12/12 sash with splayed flat 
arches; belt course separates first and second stories; second story has 
818 sash, denticulated cornice, and large end chimney on rear corner; 
bowed two-story sections on facade feature tall, round-arched windows 
with keystones, and white marble medallions below windows; one-story 
wing addition on northwest. 'The interior is notable for its two WPA 
murals in lobby depicting hunting and harvesting scenes. One of several 
early-20th-c. office buildings in downtown Petersburg, and main U.S. 
Post Office for area since 1939. Designed by architect Donald G. 
Anderson, excellent example of Georgian Revival-style office building 
modeled after the colonial Capitol at Williamsburg. Contributing. 

/30: (123-103-37) Knights of Pythias Building-Medical Arts Building. 
Modernistic high-rise office building. Detached. ca. 1930-1940. Brick 
(variegated yellow pressed brick), grey sandstone, terra-cotta tile, marble 
cladding; 7 stories; 7 bays (symmetrical); flat roof with parapet. Altered, 
mid-20th-c. ground floor has plate-glass windows, reddish-purple marble 
cladding, and recessed entrance; upper facade has three-bay central 
pavilion, one-bay end pavilions, vertical brick banding, recessed transom 
windows, and limestone parapets with terra-cotta ornament and 
limestone medallions; top of building originally had one-story setback; 
penthouse addition sometime after 1975. Originally built for the Knights 
of Pythias fraternal organization, one of several fraternal organizations 
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located in downtown Petersburg, this is the largest early-20th-c. high-rise 
office building in the area. Representative example of a Modernistic-style 
high-rise office building, and rare type in Petersburg. Contributing. 

HINTON ST. 
201 -225: (1 23-1 03-97) Virginia Warehouse. Vernacular warehouse 
complex. Detached. 1901. Brick (5-course American bond); 1 story; 22 
bays (asymmetrical); gable roofs. Complex of five parallel warehouses 
fronting Hinton St. and running along west side of Market St. featuring 
original 616 sash windows with brick segmental arches, flat brick 
retaining arches, metal garage doors in segmental-arched openings, 
raking cornices, and end parapets. Originally built on site of Heath 
residence as a tobacco warehouse and public sales room, with largest 
sales floor and best storage facilities in Petersburg; later converted to 
Syntex Knitting Mills. Excellent example of turn-of-the-century tobacco 
warehouse complex retaining 19th-c. architectural character of tobacco 
warehouses. Contributing. 

N. MARKET ST. 
/ 1 11 : (1 23-1 03-82) 20th-c. commercial block. Detached. ca. 1940. 

Brick (stucco cladding); 2 stories; 4 bays (first story), 5 bays (second 
story); flat roof with parapet. Single-door entry with awning, flanking 
display cases, garage door; second story has tripled 111 sash. One of 
few between-the-wars utilitarian commercial blocks on N. Market St. 
Typical early-20th-c. utilitarian commercial block. Contributing. 

4 I 5: (1 23-1 03-83) Second Empire townhouse. Detached. ca. 1870. 
Brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; 3 bays; mansard (slate) roof. Two-bay 
wood porch, square columns, wood balustrade, mansard roof crowned 
by iron balustrade; asymmetrical single-door entry with transom and 
sidelights, tripartite 111 sash; second story has t / l  sash with segmental 
arches, awnings; 3 gabled dormers with 111 sash appear added to 
mansard roof. Set back from street, front yard with sidewalk surrounded 
by low brick wall. Only remaining postbellum residential townhouse in 
downtown Petersburg. Rare surviving residence on Market St. 
Contributing. 
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'1 21 : (1 23-1 03-1 22) Parking lot. 

/122-134: (1 23-1 03-81) Late-1 9th-c. industrial warehouse. Detached. 
ca. 1870-1890. Brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; 1 bay; flat roof with 
stepped parapet. Single-door entry and exterior stair, segmental-arched 
window openings, brick flue; Seaboard Salvage Co. sign painted on 
Market St. facade; a wood-frame Greek Revival house previously stood 
adjacent to the east of the warehouse, fronting on Market St. One of few 
surviving postbellum industrial warehouses in downtown Petersburg. 
Typical example of a late-1 9th-c. industrial warehouse. Contributing. 

' 125: (1 23-1 03-84) Zimmer Tobacco Factory. Late-1 9th-c. industrial 
factory. Detached. ca. 1884. Brick (unpressed 5-course American 
bond); 4 stories; 7 bays; gable roof. L-shaped plan; first story on Market 
St. has two single-door entries with transoms, tall 619 sash with 
segmental arches, one 616 sash, some windows and third doorway 
boarded; second through fourth stories have boarded segmental-arched 
openings, metal fire escape; gable-ends have single segmental-arched 
616 sash, parapets with corbel table; two-story brick rear addition; original 
619 and 616 sash boarded sometime after 1975. One of few remaining 
postbellum tobacco factories in Petersburg; closely resembles the 
Dunlop Tobacco Factory. Typical example of late-19th-c. tobacco factory. 
Contribuiing. 

1 2 0 1  -209: (1 23-1 03-76) Utilitarian commercial block. Detached. ca. 
1930. Brick (stretcher bond); 1 story; 3 bays; flat roof. Market St. facade 
has recessed, glass, double-door entry, large plate-glass windows, and 
glass-block windows, tubular aluminum cornice. On corner lot with 
parking lot at rear. One of several early-20th-c. utilitarian commercial 
blocks in Petersburg. Post-1960 exterior renovation has obscured most 
original architectural features of this early-20th-c. commercial block. 
Noncontributing. 

'206: (1 23-1 03-80) Seaboard Air Line Railway Station. Georgian 
Revival train station. Detached. 1900. Brick (facade has buff-colored 
pressed, stretcher bond; side elevations are 3-course American bond); 3 
stories with 1 112-story flanking wings; 9 bays (symmetrical); flat roof with 
parapet. First story has asymmetrical single-door entry with semicircular 
transom, arched 1018 sash windows, Doric pilasters between bays, flat 
cornice band; 112 story between first and second stories features 
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roundels, flat cornice band, and spherical finials; asymmetrical three-bay, 
three-story central block has Doric pilasters spanning second and third 
stories, two-story retaining arches contain second- and third-story 
windows; second story has 212 sash with rough-hewn granite lintels, 
recessed panels between second and third stories; third story features 
arched 1012 sash; parapet with date of construction "1900" at corner; 
three arched openings on first story blocked; cement bands replace 
original cornice bands; parapet altered; original corner cupola over date 
marker demolished; rear shed additions probably enclose original 
loading dock. Although used as a station only briefly, it is a tangible 
reminder of Petersburg's significance as a primary industrial center and 
transportation hub in the state. Good example of a Georgian Revival- 
style railroad station designed by architect D. Wiley Anderson, of 
Richmond. Contributing. 

./ 21 5: (1 23-1 03-77) Slaughter-Tatum house. Greek Revival residence. 
Detached. ca. 1820-1 860. Wood frame (weatherboard siding); 2 stories; 
3 bays; gable (standing-seam metal) roof. One-bay wood porch with 
Doric columns, Doric pilasters, entablature and cornice; first story has 
single-door entry with rectangular transom, 111 sash with shutters; 
second story has 111 sash with shutters, cornice, one interior end 
chimney; one-story wing addition has 616 sash, back porch with Doric 
columns and shed roof, cornice, gabled roof, one interior end chimney. 
One of few surviving antebellum residences in downtown Petersburg. 
Excellent example of restored Greek Revival-style residence. 
Contributing. 

l 2 1 7 :  (123-103-123) Parking lot. 

A222:  (123-1 03-79) Builders Supply Company. Complex of three 
industrial buildings. ca. 1900 to 1940. In addition, three auxiliary 
buildings exist on lot, including an unenclosed wood-frame shed with a 
gable roof. 

(1 23-1 03-79a) Builders Supply Company. Late-1 9th-c. industrial 
block. Detached. ca. 1900. Brick (415-course American bond); 1 
& 2 stories; 4 bays; flat roof with parapet. Three-part Market St. 
facade has a central two-story block, with a single-door entry, 
bricked storefront, corbelled storefront cornice, altered upper 
facade fenestration, corbelled cornice; flanking one-story block to 
the south with bricked storefront; flanking two-story block to the 
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north with mid-20th-c. storefront, and paired and single sash 
windows on upper facade; one-story brick rear addition with 
attached, gabled, wood-frame storage sheds. Part of a lumber-mill 
complex of postbellurn and early-20th-c. buildings. Rare 
Petersburg example of late-19th- and early-20th-c. complex of 
industrial buildings with later alterations. Contributing. 

(123-103-79b) Builders Supply Company. Turn-of-the-century 
industriallvernacular building. Detached. ca. 1900-1 91 5. Wood 
frame (corrugated metal siding); 1 story; 3 bays (asymmetrical); 
gable roof with end parapet. Warehouse on brick foundation with 
single-door entries, 818 sash, garage doors, and corrugated-metal 
siding; occupies north edge of lot; rambling attached row of sheds 
of varying roof types to rear form edge of interior lumber yard and 
contribute rural vernacular feeling to otherwise industrial complex. 
Part of a lumber-mill complex of postbellurn and early-20th-c. 
buildings. Rare Petersburg example of late-1 9th- and early-20th- 
c. complex of industrial buildings with later alterations. 
Contributing. 

(1 23-1 03-79c) Builder's Supply Company. Early-20th-c. 
garagelwarehouse. Detached. ca. 1920-1 940. Brick; 1 story; 2 
bays (asymmetrical); flat roof. One-story brick garagelwarehouse 
with metal garage doors occupies rear of lot. Part of a lumber-mill 
complex of postbellurn and early-20th-c. buildings. Typical 
example of late-19th- and early-20th-c. complex of industrial 
buildings with later alterations. Contributing. 

/229: (1 23-1 03-78) Mid-20th-c. commercial block. Detached. ca. 1950- 
1960. Brick; 1 story; 4 bays (symmetrical); flat roof with parapet. Market 
St. facade has four plate-glass windows, and blank parapet with sign; 
main entry is off parking lot to south. One of few mid-20th-c. utilitarian 
buildings in downtown Petersburg. Typical example of mid-20th-c. 
commercial block. Noncontributing. 

-3: (Also 156-1 24 N. Adams St.) (123-103-1 24) Parking lot. 

(1 35: (1 23-1 03-40) American Foursquare residence. Detached. ca. 
1910. Wood frame (weatherboard siding); 2 stories; 2 bays 



NPS FOrm 1- 
(MI 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 Page 17 

(symmetrical); hipped (standing-seam metal) roof. Original porch 
removed; second story has original, doubled, sash windows with 
decorative geometric tracery and shutters; bracketed cornice, one 
hipped-roof dormer; coupled dormer windows have original geometric 
tracery; central chimney, brick flue at rear corner; one-story stucco-clad 
addition to rear; converted to duplex mid-to-late 20th c. One of few early- 
20th-c. detached houses surviving in downtown Petersburg. 
Representative, if altered, American Foursquare detached house with 
later 20th-c. alterations. Contributing. 

I 1  39: (1 23-1 03-41) Monroe Building. Late-20th-c. office building. 
Detached. ca. 1950-1970. Concrete block (brick cladding); 2 stories; 5 
bays (symmetrical); flat roof. First story has recessed corner entry with 
glass door; entire facade has brick cladding, vertical brick bands span full 
building height, transom windows recessed between brick bands; one 
interior end chimney. One of several post-WWII office buildings in 
downtown Petersburg. Typical example of mid-20th-c. office building. 
Noncontributing. 

N. SYCAMORE ST. 
(2-4 (and 7-1 3 W. Washington St.): (1 23-103-43) Late-1 9th-c. 

commercial block. Semidetached. ca. 1890. Brick (stucco cladding); 3 
stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); gable (composition shingle) roof. Mid- 
20th-c. plate-glass storefront wraps around corner at N. Sycamore and 
W. Washington Streets; all second- and third- story windows are bricked, 
except for two casement windows on the N. Sycamore St. facade, and 
five casement windows on the W. Washington St. facade; W. Washington 
St. facade has additional mid-20th-c. entry; entire exterior stuccoed; 
projecting cornice, pediment-shaped parapet. One of several large late- 
19th-c. and early-20th-c. commercial blocks in downtown Petersburg, this 
building has housed a variety of retail uses. Original appearance 
completely obscured by 20th-c. alterations. Noncontributing. 

/3: (1 23-1 03-34) Vacant. A&B Restaurant. Late-1 9th-c. commercial 
block. Attached. ca. 1875-1 890. Brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; 3 bays 
(symmetrical); flat roof. Mid-20th-c. storefront, awning, storefront cornice; 
original second-story 212 sash with elaborate brick segmental arches, 
recessed panels above windows, and original cornice; mid-20th-c. plate- 
glass window alters E. Washington St. elevation. One of several 
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postbellum commercial blocks on N. Sycamore, and used through most 
of the 20th c. as a restaurant. Good example of a late-1 9th-c. commercial 
block, and almost identical to 5-7 N. Sycamore St. except for slight 
differences in the bricks and brickwork; window treatment similar to 250 
N. Sycamore St. in the Old Town District, bordering the northern 
boundary of the Courthouse District. Contributing. 

/5-7: (1 23-1 03-33) Late-1 9th-c. commercial block. Attached. ca. 1870- 
1890. Brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; 7 bays (symmetrical); flat roof. 
Center double-door entrance with segmental arch and awning, flanked 
by two 20th-c. storefronts with awnings, and crowned by storefront 
cornice; second story has original 212 sash with elaborate brick 
segmental arches, awnings, recessed panels above windows, and 
original cornice. One of many postbellum commercial blocks on N. 
Sycamore St. Excellent example of a late-19th-c. commercial block, and 
almost identical to 3 N. Sycamore St. except for slight differences in the 
bricks and brickwork; window treatment similar to 250 N. Sycamore St. in 
the Old Town District, bordering the northern boundary of the Courthouse 
District. Contributing. 

/6: (1 23-1 03-44) Late-1 9th-c. commercial block. Attached. ca. 1880- 
1890. Brick (stucco cladding); 3 stories; 3 bays (symmetrical); flat roof 
with parapet. Mid-20th-c. storefront; late-20th-c. sign on first story; 
second- and third- story windows bricked except for one sash window on 
each story, interior end chimney. Housed a variety of retail uses, and 
one of many postbellum commercial blocks on N. Sycamore St. Typical 
example of a late-19th-c. commercial block, with 20th-c. facade 
alterations. Noncontributing. 

/ 8-1 0: (1 23-1 03-45) FederalIRenaissance Revival commercial block. 
Attached. ca. 1815-1840 Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 4 bays 
(symmetrical); gable roof. Mid-20th-c. storefront, black Carrara-glass 
storefront surround, separate (asymmetrical) single-door entry to upper 
stories; second- and third-story windows boarded, original stone lintels, 
elaborate Renaissance Revival-style cornice, two interior end chimneys. 
Long-term site of Alexander Wilson, grocer and confectioner, and one of 
several antebellum commercial blocks on N. Sycamore St. Typical 
example of Federal-style commercial block, with finely detailed 
Renaissance Revival-style cornice. Contributing. 
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' 9: (1 23-1 03-32) ltalianate commercial block. Attached. ca. 1840-1 860. 
Brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; 3 bays (symmetrical); flat roof with 
parapet. Mid-20th-c. storefront with wood-shingle-clad storefront 
surround; second-story windows boarded, original ltalianate round- 
arched window surrounds, 3-fascia wood cornice; wood-shingle cladding 
on storefront surround covers handsome 1930s black Carrara-glass 
storefront with curved display window; originally had 414 sash on second 
story; third floor once existed. Housed a variety of retail uses historically, 
and is one of several antebellum commercial blocks in downtown 
Petersburg. Fine example of ltalianate commercial block with 1930s 
black Carrara-glass storefront under later 20th-c. alterations. 
Contributing. 

' 1  -13: (1 23-1 03-31) Greek Revival commercial block. Attached. ca. 
1840-1860. Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 6 bays (symmetrical); flat 
roof with parapet. Single commercial block divided into two sections. 11 
N. Sycamore has mid-20th-c. storefront with Mansard roof; second and 
third stories have 212 sash with pediment-shaped stone lintels, original 
projecting cornice; 13 N. Sycamore facade remodeled with Tudor 
Revival-type, half-timber-and-stucco cladding. One of several 
antebellum commercial blocks remaining in downtown Petersburg; 13 N. 
Sycamore occupied by commission merchant in 19th c. Excellent 
example of Greek Revival-style commercial block, with mid-20th-c. 
alterations. Contributing. 

"1 2-1 4: (1 23-1 03-46) Vacant. Early-20th-c. commercial block. Attached. 
ca. 1920-1940. Brick (enameled metal cladding); 2 stories; 5 bays 
(symmetrical); flat roof with parapet. Mid-20th-c. storefront has two 
storefront entries, plate-glass display windows, awnings, storefront 
cornice; second story covered with enameled metal siding in 1956. One 
of few entirely 20th-c. commercial blocks on N. Sycamore St. Typical 
mid-20th-c. commercial block. Noncontributing. 

dl 5: (1 23-1 03-30) ltalianate commercial block. Attached. ca. 1870. 
Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 3 bays (symmetrical). Mid-20th-c. 
storefront, original storefront surrounds; second and third stories have 
original 212 sash with cast-iron window hoods and stone sills, 
modillioned cornice. One of several postbellum buildings on N. 
Sycamore St. This almost intact late-19th-c. commercial block is one of 
the best examples of its type in Petersburg. Contributing. 
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"1 6: (1 23-1 03-47) Martin & Son-Bluebird Theater. Second Renaissance 
Revival commercial block. Attached. ca. 1890-1 920. Brick (stretcher 
bond); 3 stories; 3 bays (symmetrical); flat roof with parapet. Mid-20th-c. 
storefront with panels covering storefront surround and entire second 
story; third story has paired 111 sash in central bay, and single 111 sash 
flanking central bay, windows have brick segmental arches with 
keystones and are recessed within flat brick retaining arches, retaining 
arches have vertical brick panels and corbelled flat brick arches; ornate 
metal cornice and brick parapet crowning building probably date from 
earlv-20th-c. theater renovation. One of several turn-of-the-centurv 
commercial blocks in downtown Petersburg. Good example of a second 
Renaissance Revival-stvle commercial block with elaborate brickwork 
and ornate metal cornice: Contributing. 

/17, 19-21 : (1 23-1 03-29) Augustus Wright Block. ltalianate commercial 
block. Semidetached. ca. 1850-1 860. Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 7 
bays (symmetrical); flat roof with parapet. Two 20th-c. storefronts divide 
one commercial block. 17 N. Sycamore has storefront entry with plate- 
glass display windows, awning, 20th-c. signband, and original storefront 
surround with cast-iron, engaged Corinthian columns and ornate 
storefront cornice; entire second story retains segmental-arched 616 and 
212 sash with bracketed sills, and cast-iron segmental-arched window 
hoods with cartouches; third-story windows are 616 and 212 sash with 
bracketed sills, and have cast-iron flat-arched window hoods with 
cartouches; brick corbel band above third-story windows, denticulated 
cornice with elaborate corner brackets; 19-21 N. Sycamore has mid- 
20th-c. storefront wrapping around corner of Franklin St.; two interior end 
chimneys. Originally housed retail store selling shoes, hats, gloves, and 
umbrellas, and is one of several antebellum commercial blocks on N. 
Sycamore St. Excellent well-preserved example of an ltalianate 
commercial block. Contributing. 

/ 20: (1 23-1 03-48) McLellan's. ltalianate commercial block. Attached. 
ca. 1850-1860. Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 6 bays (symmetrical); flat 
roof with parapet. Typical McLellan's 20th-c. storefront with central 
storefront entry, plate-glass display windows, aluminum and black 
Carrara-glass storefront surround, awning, and storefront cornice; 
second and third stories have segmental-arched 616 sash windows with 
bracketed sills and cast-iron segmental-arched window hoods with 
cartouches; brick cornice and parapet crown building; original ltalianate 
cornice removed; originally had gable roof. Housed hardware and 
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carriage company in the late 19th c., and is one of several antebellum 
commercial blocks in downtown Petersburg. Typical example of 
ltalianate commercial block retaining characteristic McLellan's storefront. 
Contributing. 

/22, 100: (1 23-1 03-49) ltalianate commercial block. Attached. ca. 1850- 
1860. Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 3 bays (symmetrical); flat roof with 
parapet. Two mid-20th-c. storefronts divide one commercial block; 100 
N. Sycamore retains original denticulated storefront cornice; entrance to 
upper stories at corner; second and third stories have segmental-arched 
windows with bracketed sills, and cast-iron segmental-arched window 
hoods with cartouches; brick cornice band,and denticulated ltalianate 
wood cornice; four interior end chimneys; two second-story window-hood 
cartouches missing; second- and third-story windows at 22 N. Sycamore 
are boarded while 100 N. Sycamore retains original 616 sash 
fenestration. Housed a variety of retail uses, and is one of several 
antebellum commercial blocks on N. Sycamore St. Facade almost 
identical to 20 N. Sycamore St., and is good example of ltalianate 
commercial block. Contributing. 

4 0 1 - 1  03: (123-103-125) Parking lot on corner of N. Sycamore and 
Franklin Streets, surrounded by low brick wall. Site of two late-19th-c. 
commercial blocks lost to an explosion and fire in the early 1980s. 

'1 02: (1 23-1 03-50) Utilitarian commercial block. Attached. ca. 1840- 
1860. Brick (5-course American bond); 1 story; 3 bays (symmetrical). 
1940s storefront clad in black Carrara glass; upper facade has 1980s 
sign and aluminium siding, flat roof with parapet; may have been two 
stories originally; 20th-c. facade alteration; 1980s remodeling completely 
covers facade above storefront. Housed a variety of retail uses, and is 
one of few mid-19th-c., one-story, commercial structures in Petersburg. 
Typical example of a 20th-c. facade alteration. Noncontributing. 

1 104: (1 23-1 03-51) Federal commercial block. Attached. ca. 181 5-1 840. 
Brick (Flemish bond, stucco cladding); 3 stories, 3 bays; steeply pitched 
gable (standing-seam metal) roof. Mid-20th-c. storefront with awning; 
second- and third-story windows entirely bricked and stuccoed; two 
interior end chimneys; boarded windows, with original masonry lintels 
and sills, visible at rear above one-story 20th-c. addition. Housed a 
variety of retail uses, and is one of several antebellum commercial blocks 
on N. Sycamore St. A once-exemplary Federal-style commercial block 
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with front facade now entirely covered by 20th-c. facade alterations, but 
retaining characteristic Federal form, and second- and third-story rear 
elevation. Contributing. 

J 105: (1  23-1 03-28) Transitional FederalIGreek Revival commercial 
block. semidetached. ca. 1840-1 860. Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 3 
bavs (svmmetrical): flat roof. Mid-20th-c. storefront with 1940s black . . ,  ~ ~ 

Carrara-glass stoiefront surround, awning, late-20th-c. sign covers 
signband and part of second story; second and third stories have original 
212 sash with flat masonry lintels and sills, projecting wood cornice. 
Housed optical works in the early 20th c., and is one of several 
antebellum commercial blocks on N. Sycamore Street. Typical, well- 
preserved example of 19th-c. commercial block, with 1940s black 
Carrara-glass storefront. Contributing. 

1 1  06: (1 23-1 03-52) Tony's. Late-20th-c. commercial block. 
Semidetached. ca. 1975-1985. Brick (stretcher bond); 1 story; 2 bays 
(asymmetrical); flat roof. Late-20th-c. storefront, plate-glass transom and 
windows, and vinyl siding covering front facade. One of few late-20th-c. 
commercial blocks on N. Sycamore St. Typical example of a modest, 
one-story, late-20th-c. commercial block. Noncontributing. 

v, 107: (1 23-1 03-27) Transitional FederalIGreek Revival commercial 
block, converted to late 20th-c. office building. Attached. ca. 1840-1860; 
alterations ca. 1960-1 980. Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 1 bay; flat 
roof. Late-20th-c. facade has asymmetrical, tinted plate-glass windows 
spanning first through third stories, with glass single-door entry; 
remainder of facade clad in a vertical brick band; original FederalIGreek 
Revival-style facade probably similar to other mid-1 9th-c., three-bay 
facades on N. Sycamore Street; original construction visible from rear. 
Housed Magnolia Manufacturing Co. that produced baking powder in the 
late 19th and early 20th c., and is one of several antebellum commercial 
blocks on N. Sycamore Street. Facade is typical example of late-20th-c. 
office building, and entirely replaces original facade. Noncontributing. 

/108: (1 23-1 03-1 09) Pedestrian mall. 

/ log-1 1 1 : (1 23-1 03-26) Mid-1 9th-c. commercial block. ca. Attached. 
1840-1 860 Brick (stucco cladding); 3 stories; gable roof with parapet. 
Mid-20th-c. storefront with asymmetrical storefront entry, wood siding 
covers large plate-glass display windows, fixed metal storefront canopy; 
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upper facade completely bricked, and covered with stucco; original fabric 
underneath mid-20th-c. facade alterations may resemble group of mid- 
19th-c. Federal commercial blocks that include 105, 113, and 11 5 N. 
Sycamore. Housed commission merchants in late 19th and early 20th c., 
and is one of several antebellum commercial blocks on N. Sycamore. 
Typical example of mid-19th-c. commercial block, with 20th-c. alterations 
completely covering original facade. Noncontributing. 

'1 1 0  (1 23-1 03-53) Vacant. Early-to-mid-I 9th-c. commercial block. 
Semidetached. ca. 181 5-1 840; upper facade ca. 191 5. Brick (stretcher 
bond); 3 stories; 4 bays; gable roof. Mid-20th-c. storefront; ca.1915 
upper facade altered, boarded windows with segmental arches and brick 
eyebrow moldings, decorative brick panels below windows with 
diamond-fret pattern, cornice, two interior end chimneys; gable roof and 
end chimneys indicate that building dates from antebellum period; 
probably built as a Federal commercial block similar to 21 8 N. Sycamore. 
One of several antebellum commercial blocks on N. Sycamore. Good 
example of Federal commercial block, with ca. 1915 facade, and mid- 
20th-c. storefront. Contributing. 

1 2 1  14: (1 23-1 03-54) Lavenstein's. Mid-1 9th-c. commercial block 
converted to Chicago School-style department store. ca. 1850-60; 
facade addition 1903. Brick (glazed terra-cotta cladding); 4 stories; 2 
bays (symmetrical); flat roof with parapet. Mid-20th-c. storefront with 
three symmetrical storefront entries flanked by bulkheads, 1940s black 
Carrara-glass storefront surround covered by enameled metal siding; 
entire upper facade clad in white glazed terra cotta, terra-cotta quoins; 
second and third stories feature Chicago windows, decorative terra-cotta 
panels between stories, terra-cotta cornice between third and fourth 
stories; fourth story has two sets of quadrupled 111 sash, engaged terra- 
cotta Ionic colonnettes, terra-cotta cornice; 1914 front facade addition is 
one full story higher than original building. Original interior remains on 
upper stories. One of several mid-19th-c. commercial blocks in 
downtown Petersburg. Well-preserved, rare example in Petersburg of an 
early-20th-c. department store in the Chicago School style. Contributing. 

- 11 3: (1 23-1 03-25) Transitional FederalIGreek Revival commercial 
block. Attached. ca. 1840-1860. Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 3 bays 
(symmetrical); gable roof. Mid-20th-c. storefront; upper facade has 
window openings with original, flat, masonry lintels and sills, shutters 
may be original, sashes replaced, original cornice. Housed commission 
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merchant in 19th c., and is one of several antebellum commercial blocks 
on N. Sycamore. Typical example of FederalIGreek Revival-style 
commercial block with mid-20th-c. storefront. Contributing. 

115: (1 23-1 03-24) Transitional FederalIGreek Revival commercial 
block. Semidetached. ca. 1840-1860. Brick (5-course American Bond); 
3 stories; 3 bays (symmetrical); gable roof. Mid-20th-c. storefront with 
mansard-roofed addition; upper facade completely covered by 
aluminum-sheet siding added sometime after 1975; mid-20th-c. 
storefront, altered sometime after 1975; original upper facade had altered 
111 sash prior to 1975; original rear elevation obscured by stucco and 
late-20th-c. alterations; gabled roofline matches other mid-19th-c. 
FederalIGreek Revival commercial blocks common in downtown 
Petersburg. One of several antebellum commercial blocks in downtown 
Petersburg. Typical example of transitional FederalIGreek Revival-style 
commercial block, although mid- and late-20th-c. alterations completely 
obscure facade. Noncontributing. 

1 16: (1 23-1 03-55) Early-20th-c. commercial block. Attached. ca. 191 0- 
1920. Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 3 bays (symmetrical); flat roof. 
Mid-20th-c. storefront, awning; enameled sheet metal covers storefront 
surround, as well as entire second story; third story has 111 sash, flat 
masonry lintels and sills, recessed brick panels under windows, quoins, 
parapet. One of several early-20th-c. commercial blocks on N. Sycamore 
St. Typical example of early-20th-c. commercial block, with mid-20th-c. 
storefront. Contributing. 

/ 1 17 112: (1 23-1 03-1 08) Pedestrian mall. 

1 18: (1 23-103-56) Early-20th-c. commercial block. Attached. ca. 1900- 
1920. Brick (stucco cladding); 3 stories, 3 bays (symmetrical); flat roof. 
Characteristic mid-20th-c. storefront; upper facade bricked and stuccoed, 
corbelled border frames entire upper facade, mid-20th-c. sign on second 
story; original early-20th-c. facade may resemble 116 N. Sycamore. One 
of several early-20th-c. commercial blocks on N. Sycamore. Typical 
example of an early-20th-c. commercial block, with a mid-20th-c. facade. 
Noncontributing. 

1 19: (1 23-1 03-23) Mid-1 9th-c. commercial block with 20th-c. facade. 
Semidetached. ca. 1840-1 860. Brick (stretcher bond, 5-course 
American bond); 3 stories; 4 bays (symmetrical); gable roof with parapet. 
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Mid-20th-c. storefront has two storefront entries flanked by plate-glass 
windows; upper facade entirely clad in aluminum panels; ca. 1960-1975 
facade. One of several antebellum commercial blocks on N. Sycamore 
St. Typical example mid-1 9th-c. commercial block, with ca. 1960-1 975 
facade. Noncontributing. 

fl 

120: (1 23-1 03-57) Late-1 9th-c. commercial block. ca. 1870-1 890. Brick 
(stucco cladding); 3 stories; 3' bays; flat roof. Mid-20th-c. storefront; 
upper facade bricked and stuccoed except for one window opening on 
each story. One of several late-19th-c commercial blocks on N. 
Sycamore. Typical example of turn-of-the-century commercial block with 
mid-20th-c. facade alterations. Noncontributing. 

J 121 : (1 23-1 03-22) Southern Express-Morris Plan Savings Bank. 
Beaux-Arts Classical commercial block. Attached. ca. 1905. Brick, 
marble; 2 stories; 1 bay; flat roof. Recessed two-story entrance vestibule 
features altered double-doors with Colonial-type wood enframement, 
marble frontispiece with broken pediment incorporates 20th-c. sign, 
secondary single-door entry on one side wall; second story has paired 
plate-glass windows with marble surround; rusticated corner pilasters, 
archway supported by engaged Corinthian columns on plinths, flat 
denticulated entablature, original cornice missing, parapet; original clock; 
mid-20th-c. facade removed sometime after 1986 revealing damage to 
front facade. One of several turn-of-the-century commercial blocks in 
downtown Petersburg. Good example of Beaux-Arts Classical-style 
commercial block. Contributing. 

/ 122: (1 23-1 03-58) Federal commercial block. Attached. ca. 181 5-1 840. 
Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 3 bays (symmetrical); gable roof. 1930s- 
type black Carrara-glass storefront with awning; upper facade has flat 
masonry lintels and sills; original 616 sash replaced with glass brick; 
original cornice remains. Housed hardware store for many years, and is 
one of several antebellum commercial blocks on N. Sycamore St. 
Typical example of Federal commercial block, with 1930s storefront. 
Contributing. 

123: (1 23-1 03-21) Early-20th-c. commercial block. Attached. ca. 1920- 
1940. Brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; 2 bays (symmetrical); shed 
(standing-seam metal) roof with parapet. First story divided into two 
separate mid-20th-c. storefronts; unified upper facade has two flat 
arches, large window openings enclosed with stationary louvres, simple 
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brick cornice, parapet with two recessed panels, corbelled brick cornice. 
One of several early-20th-c. commercial blocks on N. Sycamore St. 
Typical early-20th-c. commercial block. Contributing. 

"1 24: (1 23-1 03-59) First Renaissance Revival commercial block. 
Attached. ca. 1865-1890. Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 4 bays 
(symmetrical); flat roof with parapet. Mid-20th-c. storefront with 
enameled-metal storefront surround; upper facade has window openings 
with brick segmental arches, cast-iron cornice, parapet with four 
recessed panels; second- and third-story windows open to elements. 
Housed 19th-c. printing and binding establishment, and is one of several 
postbellum commercial blocks on N. Sycamore St. Typical example of 
First Renaissance Revival-style commercial block. Contributing. 

125: (1 23-1 03-20) T. S. Beckwith & Co. Federal commercial block, with 
late-1 9th- and early-20th-c. alterations. Attached. ca. 181 5-1 840; ca. 
1880-1930. Brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; 3 bays (symmetrical); flat 
roof. ca. 1960s Colonial-type storefront; second story has altered 
windows with original flat masonry lintels, and 20th-c. shutters; parapet 
with three recessed panels; original facade probably two stories; front 
parapet probably added in the early 20th c. Housed variety of 
commercial uses, and is one of several antebellum commercial blocks on 
N. Sycamore, with postbellum and 20th-c. alterations. Typical example 
of Federal-style commercial 'block, with major 20th-c. alterations. 
Noncontributing. 

6 126: (1 23-1 03-60) Second Renaissance Revival commercial block. 
Attached. ca. 1900-1914. Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 2 bays 
(symmetrical); flat roof with parapet. Mid-20th-c. storefront; upper stories 
are of buff-colored brick, brick retaining arches span second and third 
stories, and contain paired 111 sash; first-story windows have flat 
masonry lintels, decorative brick panels between second and third 
stories, second-story windows have flat masonry lintels with keystones; 
original cast-iron cornice removed. One of several early-20th-c. 
commercial blocks on N. Sycamore St. Typical example of Second 
Renaissance Revival-style commercial block. Contributing. 

/I 28-1 30: (1 23-1 03-61) F. W. Woolworth Co. Second Renaissance 
Revival commercial block. Attached. ca. 1900-1920. Brick (stretcher 
bond); 2 stories; 6 bays; flat roof with parapet. ca. 1970 storefront with 
semicircular, fan-shaped decoration above windows, original cast-iron 
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storefront cornice; upper facade has segmental-arched, corbelled, brick 
retaining arches; inside retaining arches are segmental-arched window 
openings with 111 sash, blank roundels above windows; parapet has 
recessed brick panels; original 212 sash altered; cast-iron cornice at 
roofline removed sometime after 1975. One of several early-20th-c. 
commercial blocks on N. Sycamore St.; built on site of antebellum 
lronfronts Building. Good example of Second Renaissance Revival-style 
commercial block. Contributing. 

29: (1 23-103-1 9) Late 20th-c. Colonial commercial block. Attached. 
19th-c.; 20th-c. front and rear facades. Brick (stretcher bond on first story, 
Flemish bond on second story); 2 stories; 4 bays (symmetrical); flat roof. 
Storefront has recessed, double-door entry with transom and sidelights, 
large, multi-paned window is recessed inside brick retaining arch, 
cantilevered, hipped-roofed portico, corbelled brick cornice, narrow-strip 
signband; second story has 8/12 sash with wood cornices and sills, 
shutters, parapet. Once a 19th-c. commercial block. Typical of Colonial- 
type renovation popular in the second half of the 20th c. Noncontributing. 

133-1 39: (1 23-1 03-1 8) Odd Fellows Building. Georgian Revival 
commercial block. Attached. ca. 1880-1900. Brick (stretcher bond); 2 
stories; 14 bays (symmetrical); flat roof with parapet. Three-part central 
block, lateral wings and end pavilions; first story has five mid-20th-c. 
storefronts, and end pavilions with entrances to upper stories featuring 
pilasters, brackets, and projecting flat cornices; original denticulated 
storefront cornice runs along entire facade; second story has segmental- 
arched windows containing decorative panels above altered 616 sash; 
ornamentation includes terra-cotta rosettes, red sandstone relief above 
windows with name "Odd Fellows Building"; dark-red brick quoins, and 
red sandstone cornice; parapet with recessed panels and finials crowns 
building; third story of building destroyed by fire; rear entrance added in 
the 1950s. Second-story interior retains original plan with large meeting 
rooms on each end, and offices and conference rooms along a hall 
connecting them; some original woodwork remains, including original 
door surrounds and wainscotting. One of several fraternal and civic 
organizations located in the area, and is one of the largest and finest 
late-19th-c commercial structures in the downtown area. Rare, if altered, 
example of Georgian Revival-style commercial block designed for the 
International Order of Odd Fellows fraternal organization by local 
architect Harrison Waite. Contributing. 
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"134-1 36 (1 15 N. Union, rear): (123-103-62) Rucker-Rosenstock. Turn- 
of-the-century commercial block. Attached. 1890, with 20th-c. facade 
renovations. Brick (stretcher bond); 4 stories (symmetrical); 4 bays 
(symmetrical); flat roof. Major renovations to 1890 Rucker-Rosenstock 
building have resulted in present eclectic appearance combining 
Renaissance Revival, Chicago School-style, and Art Deco elements; 
1930s Art Deco-style storefront; upper facade has Chicago-type 
windows, diamond-and-check brickwork; 1890 cast-iron cornice with 
parapet; retains original brickwork and cornice similar to the Jupiter at 
114 N. Sycamore; Art Deco-style storefront retains the Rucker- 
Rosenstock-era appearance; 1940s or 1950s glass brick and transoms 
alter original window configuration; ca. 1950s brick addition to rear has 
stone veneer with strip windows fronting on Union St. Built for Rucker- 
Rosenstock on site of old lronfronts Buildings, and one of several pre- 
WWI commercial blocks on N. Sycamore St. Good example of early 
department store with alterations that have achieved significance over 
time. Contributing. 

'1 38-1 44: (1 23-1 03-63) The Virginia National Bank. Neoclassical 
Revival bank building. Attached. 191 1 ; ca. 1980 addition. Limestone 
(ashlar); 2 stories; 3-bay main block, with 5-bay addition (symmetrical); 
flat roof with parapet. Original temple-front main block, with ca. 1980 
south-front wing on site of YMCA; first story of main block has central 
Neoclassical-style frontispiece with altered double-door entry and 
transom, stone door enframement, stone entablature, semicircular 
broken pediment, and tympanum with sculptured relief; flanking bays 
have windows with plate-glass, stone enframements, stone entablature, 
and triangular denticulated pediments; string course between second 
and third stories has Greek key motif; second story has fixed windows; 
colossal fluted Corinthian columns on plinths span height of building, 
plain entablature, triangular denticulated pediment, tympanum with 
sculpted floral wreath containing building date "191 1 ," acroterion at 
corners, parapet above; ca. 1980 wing preserves scale and cornice line 
of original bank building. lnterior features bank vault in rear, marble 
gallery with clock, paneled Doric pilasters anchored by brackets, and 
heavy denticulated cornice. One of group of three turn-of-the-century 
bank buildings located near the intersection of N. Sycamore and Tabb 
streets, once one of the major crossroads of town. Fine example of 
Neoclassical Revival-style bank building, with ca. 1980 addition. 
Contributing. 








































































